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SECURITY OF ENERGY SUPPLY

COAL ADDICTION In the
Beichatow power station,
Poland has Europe’s largest
coal-fired power plant.
REUTERS

Looking for energy in the backyard

Poland is tuming its attention from external energy security to changing its energy mix, writes Wojciech Ko&é
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last untll 2037. It ts now
butlding a terminal for lig-
vefled natural gas on the
Baltic coast, ensbling Poland
to import gas by ship from
(above all) Qatar. It is also
expanding gas-storage factl-
itles, so that, by 2012, about
20% of annual gas demand,
rather than 12%, can be
stored. EU support and
funding will also connect
Poland with Czech, Slovak,
and Baltic gas and dectrict-
ty grids, increasing Poland’s
sense of security.

There has also been amore
general change: rather than
dwelling on dependence on

or five nudear power plants”
he says. Part of hits argument
tshased on demand in a fst-
growing economy and part
because Poland currently
produces no nuclear power
atall.

Instead, more than 90%
of its energy currently comes
from coal.

Coal ts, then, inavitably the
bedrock of all debate about
energy policy. And Mactej
Kaliskt, the deputy econom-
ics mintster, suggested re-
cently that this will always be
the case, telling Paritet, a
business paper, that “Poland
ts bound to coal”.

The government Is cer-
tainly behaving that way. It
has made clear that new de-
posits of lignite coal -

thought capable of provid-

prudential reasons for
protecting coal. There are,
for example, Qquestions
marks about the potential of
shale gas, about the costs of
tha nuclear and
about sacuring broad publie
support for nuclear power.

But Gomélka also sees
tactical calculations In

Poland’s stance. “Poland |

thinks that the EUs fight
against climase change with-
out support from other ma-
Jor economies doesn't make
sense. So It's trying to win
maximum concessions while
hoping that the dimate-
change palicy will relax over
time” he adds.

However much (or little)
EU policy relaxes, Poland
will need to Increase its use
of green energy - and, to
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LOGISTICS SUMMIT

Shifts in global trade patterns are redefining the future of logistics:
Doas the White Paper on Transport contain the tools and means for the




